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By other than a small entity $490.00 

(c) Issue fee for issuing a plant patent: 

By a small entity (Sec. 1.27(a)) $330.00 
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Office of Patent Publication at (703) 305-8283. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Request for Continued Examination 



The examiner is in receipt of applicant's response to Office Action mailed 
5/8/2003, which was received as an Appeals brief, 10/9/2003 and later as a Request 
For Continued Examination (RCE). Acknowledgement is made to the amendment of 
claims 1 and 15. A further conversation and proposed amendment was approved by Mr. 
Presson on 1/14/2004, therefore the following examiner's amendment and reasons for 
allowance are provided. 



An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Thomas Presson on 1/14/2004. 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



The application has been amended as follows: 





Cancel claims 19 and 24. 



Enter new claims 1 and 15 as follows: 
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1 . A tracking system in which a package is to be sent from a user to a recipient 
by requesting shipping through Internet resources associated with carriers capable of 
delivering the package to the recipient, in which the user determines the carrier to be used 
for shipping a package to a particular recipient, comprising: 

means for generating a tracking number, the tracking number being associated with 
the package to be sent from the user to the recipient by a selected carrier; 

means for generating a tracking request, the tracking request containing the tracking 
number associated with the package, as well as information of the selected carrier which is 
to deliver the package to the particular recipient; 

a storage location adapted to store the tracking request; 

a tracking coordinator adapted to receive said tracking request and adapted to 
generate tracking objects, 

and adapted to send said tracking objects to a tracking website of the selected 

carrier; 

means for receiving results from the tracking website of the selected carrier; 

means for updating shipping server data storage with the results from the tracking 
website of the selected carrier website; and 

wherein the tracking coordinator comprises means for limiting the generation of 
tracking objects for the selected carrier based on pacing constraints provided by the 
selected carrier so as to be generated no more frequently than a carrier designated number 
of tracking objects per carrier designated interval. 



Application/Control Number: 09/41 1 ,524 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3625 

1 5. A tracking method for a shipping system in which a package is to be sent from a 
user to a recipient by requesting said shipping through Internet resources associated with 
carriers capable of delivering the package to the recipient, in which the user of the shipping 
system determines the carrier to be used for shipping a package to a recipient, and in 
which the shipping system has a shipping system server with a data storage device for 
storing package tracking data, comprising the steps of: 

(a) generating a tracking number associated with the package to be sent from the user 
to the recipient by a selected carrier; 

(b) generating a tracking request containing the tracking number associated with the 
package, as well as information of the selected carrier which is to deliver the package to the 
particular recipient; 

(c) storing the tracking request; 

(d) generating tracking objects, and sending said tracking objects to a tracking website 
of the selected carrier; 

(e) receiving results from the tracking website of the selected carrier; 

(f) updating shipping server data storage with the results from the tracking website 
of the selected carrier website; and 

(g) limiting the generation of tracking objects for the selected carrier based on pacing 
constraints provided by the selected carrier so as to be generated no more frequently 
than a carrier designated number of tracking objects per carrier designated interval. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-3,6-8,13,15-17,20-22,25 and 26 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The following is an examiner's statement of the reasons for allowance for all 
independent claims 1 and 15. 

The present invention is drawn to a method for tracking shipped packages form a 
plurality of carriers through one independent website. The website through prearranged 
time intervals permits the website to access the carrier to extract pertinent data. This in 
turn assures that the website is not locked out when requests for large amounts of data 
are requested. 

Each of the independent claims 1 and 14 identifies uniquely distinct features as 
follows. 

Claim 1 - 

means for updating shipping server data storage with the results from the tracking 
website of the selected carrier website; and 

wherein the tracking coordinator comprises means for limiting the generation of 
tracking objects for the selected carrier based on pacing constraints provided by the 
selected carrier so as to be generated no more frequently than a carrier designated number 
of tracking objects per carrier designated interval. 
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Claim 15- 

updating shipping server data storage with the results from the tracking website 
of the selected carrier website; and 

limiting the generation of tracking objects for the selected carrier based on pacing 
constraints provided by the selected carrier so as to be generated no more frequently 
than a carrier designated number of tracking objects per carrier designated interval. 

Discussion of most relevant art: 

US Patents and PG-PUB 

(i) US Patent 5,940,399 to Weizman teaches a collision control scheme that uses 
a scheduling algorithm to improve bandwidth utilization and fairness to star topologies. 
Weizman, however, fails to render the application's above-mentioned limitations 
obvious. 

Foreign Patent Documents 

(i) WO 99/22339 to Stephenson et al teaches an integrated collection and 
transmission system for collecting and transmitting data related to package delivery. 
Stephenson, however, fails to render the application's above-mentioned limitations 
obvious. 
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(ii) WO 00/46726, Kadaba teaches system for tracking and notifying carrier 
personnel as to the status of the package. Kadaba, however, fails to render the 
application's above-mentioned limitations obvious. 

Non-Patent Literature 

(i) Karpinski, Richard, Mail room mainstay tracks packs, October 20, 1997, 
teaches a method for tracking packages from multiple carriers from a single website. 
Karpinski, however, fails to render the application's above-mentioned limitations 
obvious. 

(ii) Webmethods (a collection of web pages found on PTO 892, provides the 
means for accomplishing the method of Karpinski above. Webmethods, however, fails 
to render the application's above-mentioned limitations obvious. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's argument's, in paper 14, filed 10/9/2003, have been fully considered 
and were persuasive. Therefore, the examiner has reevaluated the subject matter and 
is providing this allowance based on the RCE filed in paper#15 and the subsequent 
telecon between Mr. Presson and the examiner dated 1/14/2003. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark Fadok whose telephone number is (703) 605- 
4252. The examiner can normally be reached Monday thru Thursday 8:00 AM to 5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wynn Coggins can be reached on (703) 308-1344. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
1113. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Va. 22313-1450 

or faxed to: 
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(703) 872-9306 [Official communications; including 
After Final communications labeled 
"Box AF"] 

(703) 746-7206 [Informal/Draft communications, labeled 

"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"] 
Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, 7 th floor receptionist. 



Mark Fadok 



Patent Examiner 
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herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to RCE dated 12/16/2003 . 

2. ED The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-3.6-8.13.15-17.20-22.25 and 26 . 

3. O The drawings filed on 04 October 1999 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0. 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 

(a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific reference was included 

in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements noted 
below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

7. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
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8. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 



(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the margin according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 



9. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. 



(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed 



, which has been approved by the Examiner. 
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